Design Technology Policy
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[image: image2.png]At The Cathedral Catholic School we are safe and cared for; we make Christ known and
loved, using his example to strive for excellence in all we do. In close partnership with
parents and the parish of The Cathedral and St Thomas More, we aim to deliver an
outstanding and distinctive Catholic education with Christ at ts heart.

Each person'’s unique value is recognised and nurtured so that, through God's grace we
can grow, learn and realise our full poterntial. We use our gifts and talents for the glory of
‘God andiin the loving service of others, proclaiming the Gospel and striving for the values
of the Kingdom of God.

We profess our faith proudly and recognise that we are called to a loving relationship with
‘God through the sacraments, scripture and prayer.
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RATIONAL

Through creativity and innovation, design and technology continue to shape our lives. Using an activity-focused approach, a high-quality design and technology education should give pupils opportunities to create, innovate, design, make and evaluate a variety of well-crafted products. Pupils should be taught the technical skills and craftsmanship to execute practical tasks, thereby developing confidence in using these skills. 

“You are just as likely to solve a problem by being unconventional and determined as by being brilliant.” (James Dyson) 

VISION
At Cathedral Catholic Primary School we aim for Design & Technology to be an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, pupils develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world, and prepares them to engage in tomorrow's rapidly changing technologies. This subject encourages children to become creative problem solvers and thinkers, and to persevere when faced with challenges.  Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. High-quality design and technology education makes an essential contribution to the creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of the nation.  It develops their practical skills with attention to aesthetics, social and environmental issues and develops their awareness of functions of objects and modern industrial practices. Design and Technology presents children with the opportunities to become discerning and informed consumers of products and innovations. 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
At Cathedral Catholic Primary School, we will provide opportunities that will enable learners to:

Develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world

Build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users

Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others

Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook.

These aims are consistent with our school philosophy.  Our goal is that all children should achieve the highest standards possible in Design and Technology and benefit from a broad, rich and personalised curriculum that addresses the five key outcomes set out in Every Child Matters.  Overall, we strive to provide enjoyable, practical and enriching learning opportunities to all children.  

Teaching guidelines for DT

Within the context of Every Child Matters, the National Curriculum 2014 provides the framework for the Design and Technology taught within our school. It outlines the knowledge, skills and understanding which should be delivered in each Key Stage. 

In order to achieve our aims, Design and Technology is organised into a two-year rolling cycle, using the Lancashire unit plans.  The curriculum will need to be delivered in order to meet the needs of individual pupils, their age and ability.  Each strand will be taught though the topics covered in our Creative Curriculum, where opportunities will be provided (wherever possible) for the development of D&T skills in other subjects.  Links will be clearly stated in planning documents.  It is recognised that through group work, co-operation, effective learning and understanding are promoted, but to ensure differentiation and assessment opportunities, children may work individually or as a whole class. 
Planning

We use the Lancashire scheme of work for teaching DT that means each year group covers each area of the National Curriculum requirements at an age appropriate level. This identifies opportunities for developing links with other areas of the curriculum particularly Literacy, Numeracy and I.C.T. to investigate and record. This scheme is used on a two-year rolling programme with Years 1 and 2, 3 and 4 and 5 and 6 working in partnership. It is the responsibility of each class teacher to ensure that each year group is planning to incorporate relevant skills based activities.

The Design Technology Subject Leader monitors the medium-term plans to ensure there is consistency within the units and progression throughout the key stages.

Short term planning is the responsibility of individual teachers and takes the forms of planning books and daily plans. It builds on the chevron list for medium-term planning by taking account of the needs of children in a particular class and identifying the way in which ideas might be taught in the class. All planning is based on the Key Learning for Design Technology documents to ensure progression between year groups.

To accomplish our aims in Design Technology we shall plan carefully, monitor children’s progress and provide a variety of teaching approaches and resources.

Inclusion

Vision 
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‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ Galatians 3:28
SEND Pupils:

The School’s Policy document for Special Educational Needs explains in full the procedures which are in place for providing for pupils with Special Educational Needs. Within Design Technology, tasks are differentiated to ensure access to the National Curriculum and to offer activities which are relevant to the conceptual development of the child. This may include:
· Photographic evidence of end products
· Use of talking tin lids for evaluation
· Specialist equipment for pupils with specific needs e.g. easy grip handles and specialist cutting tools
· Supported practice of key skills such as cutting, sticking and sewing e.g. lacing cards
AGT Pupils:

Pupils with above average ability are to benefit from a curriculum which offers challenge and opportunities for investigation in order to extend their learning. We aim to give very able pupils the opportunity to extend their design technology through extension activities such as:

· Encouraging creative and independent thinking through child led design challenges
· Additional challenges e.g. www.teachitprimary.co.uk
EAL Pupils:

Pupils with English as Additional Language may need support with subject specific language and vocabulary to access the curriculum. They will need flexibility in recording methods such as:

· The opportunity to record evaluations using visual methods, photograph, drawings etc.
· The opportunity to research using appropriate websites in their own language.

· Access to translation sites, Google translate etc.
· Individual teaching of key vocabulary, TA support etc.
· Opportunities to share knowledge of the use of design technology in their own countries
Mobile Pupils:

The school has a large number of children who enter at year groups other than Reception. These children are given full access to the Design Technology curriculum and given the same opportunities as all. Teachers will need to be aware of ensuring any gaps in prior knowledge are identified and filled.

PPG Pupils:

Pupils from challenging home backgrounds may not have had the same life experiences as children from more financially secure backgrounds. These children may need additional opportunities so that they are not disadvantaged in their learning, such as:

· Opportunities to handle materials and equipment that they are less familiar with. 

· Financial support may also be needed for activities that may incur a charge (see Charging)
Assessment and Monitoring
Assessment is used to inform future planning and to provide information about individuals throughout their time in school.  Assessment techniques will ensure that teachers assess the on-going design process and not just the finished products or outcomes. These techniques should include:

Focussed Practical Activities,

Teachers’ observation of pupils,

Teacher-pupil discussion and teacher questioning,

Pupil’s drawings, notes, annotations, models, comments and written evaluations made by pupils,

Pupils’ ongoing analysis of their achievements,

Photographs of children engaged in the design process

Use of ICT where appropriate, including Earwig

When reviewing the children’s progress in Design and Technology, teachers must use the age-related Progression of Skills documents as a point of reference. 

Progress in Design Technology is monitored by the subject leader through work scrutinies and pupil interviews.

Resources

We aim to provide resources that are appropriate to the requirements and needs of the pupils in order to carry out the D&T topics to the their full potential. Resources are audited and renewed on a yearly basis after discussions between staff and the D&T Subject Leader. Any interim resources that are required will be purchased accordingly, if appropriate. All general resources are stored centrally for use by the whole school in the outdoor store. Topic specific resources are kept in the appropriate year group. The DT Subject leader is available for support when needed.
Charging

Some design projects require resources additional to what is usually provided in school e.g. batteries. In these cases children may be asked to bring items from home or to pay a small charge if they wish to take their end product home. If the charge is not payed or school provides the materials, these materials are to be removed before the child takes the end product home.
Cross Curricular Links

Design Technology pervades many aspect of our lives and we can relate it to other areas of the curriculum, including art, English, maths and science. We make the children aware of the impact design technology has on our environment and human development. We also make children aware of the negative consequences of developing technology on the planet. 

CPD
The Design technology subject leader is responsible for ensuring that all staff are adequately trained so that they are able to deliver the curriculum effectively. This will include: organising CPD; leading staff meetings; sharing resources for planning and teaching; supporting colleagues as necessary. Regular communication with staff will be sustained and all staff can speak to the subject leader if they require any further support.  
The Role of the Subject Leader

Roles and responsibilities: 

· Ensure curriculum progression through the school.

· Monitor and review the Design Technology Curriculum, pupils` standards and teaching of the subject.

· Maintain resources, their storage and availability.

· Support and advise colleagues about Design Technology.

· Encourage and seek out staff development keeping staff informed of relevant courses and encouraging shared learning experiences.

· Facilitate and arrange any Design Technology themed weeks / days.

· Maintain links with external agencies and organizations.

Keep up to date with science matters by reading relevant materials, attending courses, providing INSET and disseminating information. 

· ( See subject leader policy)

Health and Safety

All staff are expected to adhere to school and Lancashire policies for health and safety when using equipment and carrying out practical DT tasks.

Staff should always be aware of any risks involved in the use of equipment and should plan appropriately to ensure all participants in the activity engage in the task safely. Any accidents or incidents should be reported promptly in line with school procedures.

Children need to be taught to use equipment carefully and be aware of the risks associated with using potentially dangerous equipment such as hot glue guns and cutting equipment. Further advice can be found on the CLEAPSS website www.cleapss.org.uk
S.T.E.M.

All children undertake at least one activity each half term as part of S.T.E.M. We aim to develop enthusiasm and excitement in our children and an ability to ask questions about how the world works. The school will take part in on going S.T.E.M. activities such as after school clubs and the Crest awards. (See S.T.E.M. policy)

Monitoring 

We will keep the teaching of design technology under regular review, as part of our on-going school development plans and monitor the effectiveness of this policy.
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This Policy is based on best practice advice from Lancashire County Council. 

The implementation of this policy will be monitored by Miss Kelly Hannah in consultation with the Leadership Team and a nominated Governor. 

This policy will be reviewed as appropriate by The Senior Leadership Team 

Intended Policy Review Date – January 2020 

Approved by ______________________________ (Headteacher) 

Date: ______________________________ 

Approved by ______________________________ (Governor) 

Date: ______________________________
Whatever you do in words or deeds, do all in the name of the Lord.


 Colossians 3:17





The Cathedral Catholic Primary School is founded on faith in Jesus Christ, and the life of the school is centred on His presence. At The Cathedral Catholic Primary School, every member of the school family is regarded as being of equal worth and importance. We endeavour to make sure each class teacher and subject leader understands the meaning of the word inclusion, which recognises differences, meets the needs of individuals and takes positive action, so that everyone has the opportunity to meet their full potential across the curriculum.
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