Languages Policy
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[image: image2.png]At The Cathedral Catholic School we are safe and cared for; we make Christ known and
loved, using his example to strive for excellence in all we do. In close partnership with
parents and the parish of The Cathedral and St Thomas More, we aim to deliver an
outstanding and distinctive Catholic education with Christ at ts heart.

Each person'’s unique value is recognised and nurtured so that, through God's grace we
can grow, learn and realise our full poterntial. We use our gifts and talents for the glory of
‘God andiin the loving service of others, proclaiming the Gospel and striving for the values
of the Kingdom of God.

We profess our faith proudly and recognise that we are called to a loving relationship with
‘God through the sacraments, scripture and prayer.
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1. Aims and objectives 

The aims of teaching the Latin language at Cathedral Catholic Primary School are:

· To present Latin as an interesting language, which is fun to study
· To enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language 
· To understand and respond to speakers of Latin, both in speech and in writing
· To provide opportunities for children to communicate for practical purposes and learn new ways of thinking 
· To extend pupils’ vocabulary
· To access and read great literature in the original language 

· To show the influence Latin has had on the English language 
· To support pupils’ understanding of English grammar and sentence construction
· To provide a rewarding intellectual challenge and help with accuracy and attention to detail
· To complement and further support the other areas of the curriculum (maths, history, geography, etc) 
· To provide the foundation for learning further languages as children move on to secondary education, by developing an understanding of the grammatical structure of language.
2. Curriculum
At Cathedral Primary School, an ancient foreign language is taught in KS2 and the children are currently studying Latin using the ‘Minimus’ teaching resources. This encourages pupils to learn about the ancient Roman culture, with special reference to language. Pupils are increasingly expected to understand and ask questions that relate to this period in history.

The national curriculum for languages in KS2 aims to ensure that all pupils:
· understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources

· speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation

· can write at varying length (linked to different purposes and audiences) using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt

· discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied

The teaching of Latin should provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the foundations for further foreign language teaching at key stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, grammatical structures and vocabulary.

The focus of study in an ancient language is to provide a linguistic foundation for reading comprehension and an appreciation of classical civilisation. By studying Latin, the children will take part in simple oral exchanges, while discussion of what they read will be conducted in English. 

3. Planning
Languages is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. At The Cathedral Catholic Primary School, Language teaching is planned using the ‘Minimus, Starting Out in Latin’ resource by Barbara Bell. Within teachers’ planning there should be evidence that children are taught the basic skills necessary to:
· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding

· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words

· engage in conversations and ask and answer questions

· speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures

· when reading aloud, develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others are able to understand 

· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

· appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language

· broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material.

· describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing

· understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English
Our medium term plans give details of skills taught each term in relation to cross curricular planning. We plan the activities in art and design so that they build upon the prior learning of the children. While we give children of all abilities opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, we also build planned progression into the scheme of work, so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up through the school.

Daily planning follows the teaching and learning policy.

4. Resources
“Minimus, starting out in Latin” by Barbara Bell is the major teaching resource.  This comprises of a teacher reference book, a CD and 15 copies of the Student Book. This is to be shared amongst the KS2 classes. A collection of other resources is available in the Latin Subject file on the T: drive. Links to useful web sites to support further learning are available on the Latin area of the School Website.
5. Health and Safety
Any activities that pose a risk to the wellbeing of children will be subject to a risk assessment.

6. Display
Current and important vocabulary should be displayed in the classroom, along with appropriate grammar modelling and evidence of children’s work. This can be in the form of images or work done on the stories, songs or poems relevant to the current topic.

7. Assessment and Recording
Assessment in Languages is an integral part of the teaching process and will be used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Work should be recorded in the Languages exercise books, with the date and relevant L.O. and marked following the school’s marking and feedback policy. Evidence of speaking and listening should be evidenced using Earwig.
8. Monitoring
This follows the monitoring timetable. Samples of children’s work are also collected. Planning scrutinies will be carried out to ensure that the teaching of skills is consistent with this policy and NC2014. This will be further monitored through pupil interviews, sampling children’s work and monitoring walks through school. 

9. Cross Curricular
Opportunities are used to encourage children to use their knowledge over all areas. Latin can support understanding and learning in several other subjects within the curriculum, including English, Maths, 
History, Geography, Art and Science. 
10.  Inclusion
‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ Galatians 3:28


The Cathedral Catholic Primary School is founded on faith in Jesus Christ and the life of the school is centered on his presence. At The Cathedral Catholic Primary School, every member of the school family is regarded as being equal worth and of importance. We endeavour to make sure each class teacher and subject leader understands the meaning of the work inclusion, which recognises differences; meeting the needs of individuals and taking positive action, so that everyone has the opportunity to meet their full potential across the curriculum. (Please refer to the School’s Inclusion Policy)
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS:

Within Languages, support is provided and, when required, tasks are differentiated to ensure all children achieve their full potential. Resources must always be adapted appropriately for the user.

AGT PUPILS:

Pupils with above average ability are to benefit from a curriculum which offers challenge and opportunities for investigation in order to extend their skills and abilities across a wide range of media. 

· Pupils are systematically equipped with skills to make them more effective learners. 

· Many open-ended learning opportunities are provided to use these skills. 

· The school provides a very good range of opportunities to enrich, motivate and inspire its AGT pupils. 

Children who are AGT in languages will:

· Remember a good level vocabulary and detail about the language

· Draw on a range of different skills to help them understand and progress

· Have a longer attention span for language activities

· Are excited to find out more stories, language (vocab) or history 

· Are keen to use what they have learnt in other situations

· Set high standards and often self-edit their work to improve it 

· Take the activities very seriously and derive great satisfaction from their abilities – including showing interest in other children’s abilities.
EAL PUPILS:

Pupils with English as Additional Language should be assessed against the Nassea/DfE Proficiency in English Scale. If they fall below KS2 Level 5 (Band C) then they should not be taught Languages but use the time to consolidate (possibly with intervention) their English language skills.
PUPIL PREMIUM:

Pupils who are registered as receiving Pupil Premium funding can be supported in Languages when opportunities they might not otherwise be able to access arise. For example, contributions for educational visits (eg. Museums, Vindolanda).

MOBILE PUPILS:

The school has a large number of children who enter at year groups other than Reception. These children are given full access to the Language curriculum and given the same opportunities as all other children. Teachers will need to be aware of ensuring any gaps in prior knowledge are filled.

11. Parents and Carers
As with all other areas of the curriculum, the expectation is that children have positive reinforcement towards their learning from home. Parents and Carers should:
· To be understanding and supportive of our aims in learning and teaching Latin.

· To support the children with any Latin that they may undertake at home.  

· To help develop a child’s talent for Latin where necessary and value it as a subject.

· To encourage and praise their child’s efforts.
12. Role of the Subject Leader
The roles and responsibilities of the languages subject leader are:

· To promote a confident, positive attitude towards learning of Latin, making it an enjoyable experience

· To monitor and evaluate the teaching of art Latin
· To report to the Head Teacher and governors as requested

· To deliver CPD training to colleagues and to attend any relevant CPD training for Languages subject leaders

· To create links, where possible, with Latin organisations in the community

· To ensure resources remain well stocked, updated and appropriate to the school’s requirements
(See also Subject Leader Policy)


Languages Policy

February 2018
This Policy is based on best practice advice from Lancashire County Council.

The implementation of this policy will be monitored by Miss Kelly Hannah in consultation with the Leadership Team and a nominated Governor.

This policy will be reviewed as appropriate by The Senior Leadership Team

Intended Policy Review Date – January 2020

Approved by ______________________________ (Headteacher)

Date: ______________________________

Approved by ______________________________ (Governor)

Date: ______________________________

They were all filled with the � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5854" �Holy Spirit� and began to speak different languages as the � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11004" �Spirit� gave them power to express themselves. 


(Acts 2:4)
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